


What is OPAL?

A OPAL stands for Outdoor Play and
Learning.

A It is aprogrammethat helps
schools improve the quality of play
for every child.

A Play is not a break from learning.
Play is learning.

A Through OPAL, we have
transformed playtimes into rich
opportunities for creativity,
movement and connection.



Our Homefields OPAL Journey
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Our Vision for Play?

AWe wanted every child to feel
Included and find something they
love.

AWe wanted children to take risks
safely, build friendships and explore
their imagination.

AOPAL has helped us create richer,
more meaningful play for all
children.




Why play matters at Homefields?

APlay helps children develop
confidence, resilience and
creativity.

Alt builds independence,
communication and
problem-solving skills.

Alt supports teamwork,
emotional wellbeing and
how children learn to learn.




Loose Parts, Endless
Possibilities

ATyres crates and loose parts
Inspire extraordinary play.

A Children build, balance, design,
iInvent and collaborate.

AThese openended materials
encourage creativity, engineering
thinking and teamwork.
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Play Charter

BE KIND

o e will be kind to each other
e We will share the equipment fairly
e \Xe will include everyone in our play

e wL// be -k indto each other
Wle will the eq,mpment favcl

QP BE COURAGEOUS
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B :. Joc & — [)d wont " guve up
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BE/ space -a €ach o e(\ 2

e \Xe will challenge ourselves in our play & we
won't give up

QP BE RESPECTFUL

e \Xe will be respectful of the equipment, the
space, and each other
e \X/e will all tidy away

TOGETHER WE MAKE OUR PLAY AMAZING!
We will have fun!!
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Organised

A Brand new sheds helped us to organise resources
and enabled the children to be independent
selecting items and putting them away.









Adventure Starts in the Woodland

AOur woodland spaces have
become places of imagination,
creativity and adventure.

A Children build dens, create worlds,
solve problems and work together.

ADen building has encouraged
teamwork, resilience and
Imaginative storytelling.
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Spaces for Everyone

ANot all play is loud.

AOur social dens, reading
nook and quiet zone support
friendship, calm and
belonging.

AThese spaces support
wellbeing, emotional
regulation and connection.
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For Children Who
Love to Move

ABikes, scooters and wheeled toys give
children opportunities to move with joy.

A Active play builds coordination,
confidence and physical wellbeing.

AMovement is a vital part of play.




Curiosity,
Wonder and
Small Worlds

Children explore through small
world play, bubbles, chalk boards,

digging and fairy play. l s
These moments develop IL
Imagination, storytelling, fine motoM™ - |

skills and curiosity.




Learning Through
Challenge

APlay allows children to take
managed risks and build resilience.

AFrom climbing and building to
rough-and-tumble play, children
learn to negotiate and selfregulate.

AChallenge helps children become
capable and confident.



New equipment

New social spaces

Music and Performance Spaces



