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What is OPAL?

ÅOPAL stands for Outdoor Play and 
Learning.

ÅIt is a programme that helps 
schools improve the quality of play 
for every child.

ÅPlay is not a break from learning. 
Play is learning.

ÅThrough OPAL, we have 
transformed playtimes into rich 
opportunities for creativity, 
movement and connection.



Our Homefields OPAL Journey 
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In the beginning



Community events



Our Vision for Play?

ÅWe wanted every child to feel 
included and find something they 
love.

ÅWe wanted children to take risks 
safely, build friendships and explore 
their imagination.

ÅOPAL has helped us create richer, 
more meaningful play for all 
children.



Why play matters at Homefields?

ÅPlay helps children develop 
confidence, resilience and 
creativity.

ÅIt builds independence, 
communication and 
problem-solving skills.

ÅIt supports teamwork, 
emotional wellbeing and 
how children learn to learn.



Loose Parts, Endless 
Possibilities

ÅTyres, crates and loose parts 
inspire extraordinary play.

ÅChildren build, balance, design, 
invent and collaborate.

ÅThese open-ended materials 
encourage creativity, engineering 
thinking and teamwork.
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Play Charter



Embraced the 
weather
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Organised 

ÅBrand new sheds helped us to organise resources 

and enabled the children to be independent 

selecting items and putting them away. 





What is great about play at Homefields?

Celebrated



Adventure Starts in the Woodland

ÅOur woodland spaces have 
become places of imagination, 
creativity and adventure.

ÅChildren build dens, create worlds, 
solve problems and work together.

ÅDen building has encouraged 
teamwork, resilience and 
imaginative storytelling.



Spaces for Everyone

ÅNot all play is loud.

ÅOur social dens, reading 
nook and quiet zone support 
friendship, calm and 
belonging.

ÅThese spaces support 
wellbeing, emotional 
regulation and connection.



For Children Who 
Love to Move

ÅBikes, scooters and wheeled toys give 
children opportunities to move with joy.

ÅActive play builds coordination, 
confidence and physical wellbeing.

ÅMovement is a vital part of play.



Curiosity, 
Wonder and 
Small Worlds

Children explore through small 
world play, bubbles, chalk boards, 
digging and fairy play.

These moments develop 
imagination, storytelling, fine motor 
skills and curiosity.



Learning Through 
Challenge

ÅPlay allows children to take 
managed risks and build resilience.

ÅFrom climbing and building to 
rough-and-tumble play, children 
learn to negotiate and self-regulate.

ÅChallenge helps children become 
capable and confident.



Inform

New social spaces

Music and Performance Spaces

New equipment


