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Homefields Primary School Forest School – Fixed Blade Tool Risk Assessment 

	Location:Homefields Primary, Chellaston 
	Name: Liz Cramp (FS Leader)
	Date:  4th June 2022  Review date:  June 2023

	Description of site: 

A very large school playing field with surrounding bushes and trees within a large residential area.

The area is flat and grassy with neighbouring ‘wildlife’ patch made up of a wild meadow and trees; at the back a large fence with a corridor of trees and adjacent to residential gardens. 

The ‘forest school area’ is a triangular strip of grass with a purpose built canopy over a fire pit surrounded by bushes, nettles, long grasses and overhanging trees. 

Two ‘outdoor classrooms/pagodas’ are positioned at the far end of the school field to provide shelter when working outdoors.

On one side of the field is a long stretch of overgrown/unmanaged, laurel bushes that are 5m+ in height and diameter.

	Hazard
	Harm
	People at risk
	Probability
	Severity
	Rating
	Measures. (new or existing)
	Responsibility

	Sheath Knife and carving knife

Used for firewood prep and whittling

Batoning

– unsafe use
	Injury

Catastrophic bleed
	All
	2
	5
	10
	Tool talk at beginning of every use. Subsequent use FS Leader to get response from students. Correct glove use. Safe working distances – users aware of critical triangle. To be re-sheathed when not in use. Blade edge never to be touched. Knives never to be passed to another user. Knives never to be forced into the ground. Good Clear communication. Close supervision by adults. 
	Forest Leader
Accompanying teaching staff

	· Billhook 

Used for splitting, cleaving, snedding or cutting wood
· Forest Axe

Used for firewood prep and timber shaping

– unsafe use
	Injury

Catastrophic bleed


	All
	2
	5
	10
	Tool talk at beginning of every use. Subsequent use FS Leader to get response from students. Correct glove use. Safe working distances. Billhook to be used to the side of the body, never downwards towards. 

Axe only to be used at a cutting station. Head cover to be fitted at all times when not in use. Good Clear communication. Close supervision by adults. Only to be used as a splitting tool by instructor. Supporting hand above axe at all times when used for shaping.   
	Forest Leader
Accompanying teaching staff

	Unsafe storage
	Injury
	All
	1
	4
	4
	Head cover must be replaced when not in use and kept in box to and from site. Group briefed on storage during session – explained on tool talk.
	Forest Leader
Accompanying teaching staff

	Equipment failing
	Injury
	All
	1
	4
	4
	Leader to ensure equipment is maintained using wire wool, strop, puckstone for axe, quad diamond sharpening stone for sheath knife, cigar stone for billhook, Blades to be replaced when worn. Linseed oil to be applied on handle.
	Forest Leader
Accompanying teaching staff


	Comments

Tools will only be used under direct supervision of the FS Leader.  As children show correct skills they can be trusted to use more complex tools which require skills.  The use of hand tools not only improves hand to eye coordination but increases confidence exponentially.
	Recommendations

Children will be well briefed prior to use of tools and equipment.  Children must be able to visually prove their competency before using tools independently. 
	
	


Prepared by – Liz Cramp – Forest School Leader____________________________
Reviewed Annually
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