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Homefields Primary School Generic Forest School Activity Risk Assessment 


	Description of activity: Whilst on site members of the public will be involved in outdoor activities which, if led incorrectly, could lead to injury.  All activities are to be carried out safely and all equipment is to be physically inspected prior to use and placed to one side if damaged.  Team building activities are to be risk assessed on a daily basis as the weather will impact on how these activities are carried out.  Woodland assault courses which are purpose built by Homefields Primary School will by physically checked prior to commencement of activity – all rope related obstacles will have knots checked and ropes conditioned if damaged.  Water based activities will require closer supervision than others with respect to ages of learners and abilities.  Learners with additional needs will be individually assessed either prior to arriving or on the day – the leader will have the final word in these matters should a problem arise.

	Hazard

Or Activity
	Harm
	People at risk
	Probability
	Severity
	Risk Rating
	Preventative measures in place or identified
	Further measures to be taken
	Action – by whom and when

	Ground based team building activity
	Falls, blows to body from materials
	All
	2
	4
	8
	All participants provided with kit list outlining minimum clothing requirements.
Area used for activity to be cleared as necessary.
All staff fully trained in Level 3 FAW (Liz Cramp/Lesia Werbowy(.
	Leaders to assess suitability of clothing prior to start of activity.
Full brief to all participants prior to starting– stop activity if likelihood of injury to self or others.
	FS LEADER.
See Loose Parts RA, Collecting Natural Materials RA



	Off ground team building activity.
	Falling from ropes, logs – impact injuries, collisions
	All
	2
	3
	6
	Any equipment that is roped off ground to be checked prior to use.

Any additional eqpt that is roped together by users to be checked visually during construction.
	Ensure that personnel are placed in such a position to support a fall where possible
	FS Leader – all

See Ropes RA



	Learners with additional needs
	Physical limitations on activity
	All
	2
	2
	4
	Leader to look at task and adapt where possible.  i.e. make the individual the leader on the activity.
	Ask individual if able to make decision – allow them to stand out if need be.
	FS Leader and individual if able to make informed decision.

	All activities
	Accident or injury during activity
	All
	2
	4
	8
	Staff trained in outdoor first aid (L3), risk management and hazard perception.

First Aid kits carried by trained and competent staff, emergency action plan to be rehearsed during staff training sessions. Mobile phones carried and signal checked. 
	Leader will take control of any accident /health situation.

Consent forms for the day to be carried at all times with emergency contact numbers
	FS LEADER

FS LEADER



	Uneven ground /dead wood causing slips trips and falls
	Potential bruising, potential broken bones, though ground relatively soft
	All
	3
	3
	9
	Verbal briefing given prior to session start. Reinforce no running within the setting.
	Reinforce ground rules. 
	

	Water based activities 
	Cold related injury due to getting wet
	All
	2
	4
	8
	Consider weather conditions and alternative clothing availability beforehand
	Adult supervision required at all times. 
	All adults in attendance.

	Shelter building
	Injury from lifting, moving heavy wood, cuts and bruises from swinging branches.


	All
	1
	3
	3
	Briefing on lifting and safe carrying procedure.  Ensure shelters are safely constructed throughout activity.
	Intervene if shelter building is unsafe.
	FS LEADER ensure safe lifting techniques being used.  Connect collecting natural resources RA.

	Collapse of shelters
	Pressure related injuries.
	All
	2
	2
	4
	Group to have practiced knots and lashings before use on human size constructions. If using natural shelter building techniques then timber is checked prior to session to ensure it is useable.
	Leaders to ensure that everyone in the group can effectively knot and lash as instructed. Leaders to check that children have used correct lashing technique
	FS LEADER at the time of construction.  Connect use of natural materials RA



	Night time activities
	Low light levels resulting in increase risk of incidents, particularly slips, trips and blunt trauma related injury.
	All
	4
	3
	12
	Ensure that group has previous experience of site.  If possible ensure that group arrives prior to darkness to help adjust eyesight. 

Consider night walk around area to increase local knowledge.
	Individual head torches/glow stick being worn for emergency or game use.
	Night time torch games to be confined to area of least problematic ground terrain and full rules explained. Adult support at hand for boundary identification.


Prepared by – Liz Cramp L3 Forest School Leader
Review – annually from June 2022 unless incident occurs.

Signed:  L T Cramp
Review date__June 2023
Review date – 
Review date______________________


